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Welcome to the start of Sydney HOG Chapter’s fourth year 
of great rides and social activity. 
The Chapter runs as well as it does because of the       
contributions of so many. I would like to thank Trivett HD, 
the committee and officers for their dedication to the roles 
they undertook over the past 12 months.  
Firstly, there have been a number of changes at Trivett HD 
over the past year but their faith in the Chapter has not   
diminished. Thank you Peter Kelly for the bulk of the year 
and thank you Emma, Rob, Garry, Neil and Tass for your 
ongoing enthusiasm and support as well. 
Thank you Russell for not only the past year as Assistant 
Director but the previous two years as well. Russell’s     
contribution to the Chapter and in particular his contribution 
to the committee has been invaluable. 
Thank you ‘Little John’ for your contribution as Secretary of 
the Chapter and keeping it a friendly place. Sadly, we’ll 
miss your input and your overall contribution to the Chapter 
is not underestimated by me. You’ll hear more from John in 
his report on the following page.  
Again, Diane has been the backbone of the finances for the 
Chapter and we are in a good financial condition today  
because of her diligence and devotion to the task of   
Treasurer. Diane often gives up her social part of Chapter 
meetings simply to tend to financial requirements. Thank 
you. 
Our Safety Officer John H has been a valuable part of 
safety at the Chapter for yet another year. We should all 
collectively thank him for his contribution to our safety. 
John consistently encourages us to become better riders. 
Unless your Wayne Garner, there’s always an opportunity 
to improve your level of skill.  
I can’t stress enough that we need to encourage each other 
to take advanced rider courses and to ride as well as we 
possibly can.  
Don’t simply be critical of a riders capabilities. It’s a matter 
of being encouraging and constructive. If you see things 
you don’t like or things that you feel can be improved 
please step forward and raise them in a constructive way 
with any member of the committee or a Road Captain. If 
someone is passionate enough to talk to you about your 
riding or safety see it as a sign that they care... don’t take it 
as a criticism. Your fellow Chapter members will thank you 

and you will benefit with          
improved riding proficiency. 
We’ve fared well over time, but 
now we find ourselves in a   
situation where there have been 
two bad accidents recently (Ray in Tassie and Peter in      
Yaramalong). Let’s all get behind encouraging rider            
competency... safety is the responsibility of every Chapter 
member.  
I would also like to thank Michael Chesworth for his valuable 
contribution to activities and memberships in the Chapter. 
We’re the largest HOG Chapter in NSW. That’s not as         
important as being the happiest and best run Chapter in NSW. 
Michael’s contribution to that is substantial and very much    
appreciated. 
Paulette thank you for your encouragement, not only of your 
fellow committee members, but also for your contribution to 
getting more female riders out on bikes. I’m sure Paulette will 
be doing all that she can to encourage new riders to another 
beginners course this year. I for one would like to see our first 
‘Ladies Only Run’, with a minimum of 12 riders in it, happen 
this year. 
I think you will all agree that our Harbour HOG magazine, put 
together by Andy, is the best HOG magazine of any Chapter in 
Australia. And if the accolades from America are anything to go 
by, it’s possibly one of the best in the world. Please help Andy 
keep the magazine fresh and topical by contributing stories, 
photos and ideas to him relentlessly. Thank you Andy for your 
ongoing passion and enthusiasm. 
Bob, thank for your contribution as webmaster over the last 2 
years. Bob is moving to the role of Secretary within the Chapter 
and we look forward to that with great expectation. You have 
some big shoes to fill. 
The role of Photographer will now be shared by Olly and Tony 
and Russell Brown has kindly agreed to fulfil the role of       
Historian. 
On behalf of the committee I hope you all enjoy the next year 
of happy and safe riding.  
There you have it. The Chapter is strong, the culture is good.  
This could be a cathartic year, let’s keep the Chapter on track 
by being open, honest and friendly. Talk to everyone equally 
and remember there’s no difference between new, young or 
old members... we’re all after the same thing.... to ride and 
have fun.    Fred Madderom, Director. 

Who is this 
masked 
man? (P4) 

Ivan’s immaculate 
FLHR (P6/7) 

Michael discusses the pros and cons of 
Road King ownership with Ivan at      
Wollombi (P6-9) 
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Hello folks, 

As you read this all the festivities will be winding down, 
the tree will be consigned back to the garage or loft and 
the unlucky amongst you will be heading back to work. I 
hope you all had a happy and safe holiday season.  

You might have been lucky and Santa may have bought 
some accessories for your bike. Before you head into 
the dealer to have them fitted consider putting them on 
yourself. If they are OEM accessories they often come 
with instructions and sometimes even the Allen keys 
needed to fit them. Most of us have a friend who is 
handy with mechanics and there are plenty of other 
members who are willing to help, just ask. Obviously if 
the part is safety critical (eg brakes and suspension 
components) have them serviced professionally if you 
are not competent. There is a wonderful sense of        
satisfaction from riding down the road on a motorcycle 
you have built, modified, customised or repaired      
yourself. 

This time of year is good for riding, and we all look    
forward to getting out on the road in the sunshine   

whenever we can.  As the temperature 
goes up it is tempting to ride in less, 
but  don’t forget that your clothing is 
also your defence in the event of a 
spill so riding in a t-shirt is not all that 
smart.  It’s not really an option for me anyway as I tend to 
get burnt by the fridge light, but even the lucky tanned riders 
can get badly burnt, and dehydration is a real danger too as 
the water is evaporated very quickly off of uncovered skin. 
Be careful out there. 

This issue I have all the usual people to thank, the          
contributors and the committee for their help in putting the 
whole thing together. Thank you all. Now is the time of year 
when we do a lot of riding, consequently now should be the 
time we are making those memories to share in our     
newsletter.  Have a go and write something, it’s quite a buzz 
to see your work in print. 

Cheers 

Andy Draper 
Editor   andydraper@hotmail.com / 0412 684 315 

Hi All, 
It’s a brand new year and I hope you all had a great and 
safe Christmas.  I really enjoy the festive season.  It gives 
me the opportunity to spend time with those that I love 
and do so over lots of good food and good wine...lots of 
it!  I hope you all enjoyed yours too! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Russell 
Brown for his efforts in helping us set up the Chapter in 
the past 3 years.  Russell’s tenure in the Assistant Direc-
tor’s position has taught us all in the Committee a lot.  
Personally, I know I would have had a lot to live up to in 
this position...so too will anyone who steps into the Assis-
tant Director’s position from here on in.  Russell has cer-
tainly set the bar high for anyone who follows!  It is also 
great to know that Russell will continue to be actively in-
volved in the Chapter in the capacity of Historian.  On 
behalf of the Chapter, Russell, thank you! 

R.E.S.P.E.C.T. – find out what it means to me is.....safe 
group riding!  It is a new year and therefore a timely re-
minder to everyone to respect those around you when 
riding in a group.  We obviously all enjoy a fairly danger-
ous pastime in motorcycle riding and we take all neces-
sary steps to protect ourselves against all other road-
users.  However, during the past few rides there has 
been incidents that highlights that we may not take the 
same steps to protect ourselves when we ride with each 
other.  Respect means not riding close to the bike in front 
of you.  Respect means not cutting-off a bike beside you 
when you merge.  Respect means also allowing bikes to 
merge in front of you!  Respect means taking care of 
those in the Chapter.  Please take care out there....we 
don’t want accidents.  

And now for the good news.  My fiancé, Suzie, has been      
offered a job in Zurich, Switzerland for the next 3 years 
leaving late January 2010.  I will be heading off with 
Suzie as well, hoping to 
utilise my newly attained 

legal qualifications.  Sadly, this means 
that I will have to resign from the Sydney 
H.O.G Chapter Committee.  I wanted to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone 
for their assistance and more importantly, 
friendship, over the past 4 years. Whilst 
sometimes very challenging, I have really 
enjoyed my time helping set up the Chapter and seeing it 
become the largest Chapter in NSW as well as, arguably, 
the best Chapter in NSW.  I have made lifelong friends in 
this Chapter and I look forward to maintaining those    
friendships.  And I will be sending photos and stories back 
for the newsletter about me riding around Europe in the 
summertime!  

If you happen to be in the area and fancy a ride through the 
Swiss Alps (or anywhere in Europe really)....drop me an 
email  

Stay Safe... 

John Clifford “Little John” 

Assistant Director 

Sydney H.O.G Chapter 

I saw this cracking bit of parking recently 
in Broadway Shopping Centre—where 
did the driver go???? 
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“A little warm” said our road captain John H when I 
arrived on the second hottest day on record for   No-
vember. Especially “warm” for me seeing I had not 
more than 40 minutes earlier left Cronulla Beach after 
a cool swim at Nippers with the family.  
As the ‘newby’ of the group I listened to every word 
as our instructions were given, hot day (yeah right), 
water, keep close, leave good spaces, be safe, stop 
when asked and enjoy the ride.  
   
OK, first things first – drink.  Bottle of coke down the 
hatch (that will haunt me in about 15 minutes!) and 
better get a bottle of water and a muffin to carry 
(bugger no bags on the sporty – ok, try inside the 
jacket – mmmm water feels nice but the muffin is a 
little weird – now I know what fake boobs feel like 
from an owners perspective).    OK, off we go …. Why 
aren’t I moving?  Aha bike goes better when key   is 
in and it is started… bloody noise of 20 odd bikes 
starting up I forgot to start mine. (Now that has gotta 
be a rubber-mount sporty – Editor) 
   
Off we go down onto the M5 to Campbelltown and our first   
casualty as Michael C’s young boy succumbs to the heat and he 
heads off home to cool down.  I start to succumb to that Coke. 
Now having done some trips around generally you stop (and go – 
if you know what I mean) but at 120km/h in a freight train of bikes 

it’s a little difficult to put the hand up to the bus driver and say – 
“loo break please”!!  So, start thinking about other things – keep 
in line, good space, waterfall, river – STOP please!!  Off the free-
way and down to Appin Road we go (I like bumps  - generally!!) 
then a well earned break and some water (and the now warmed 
muffin) and escape from the heat (and a little tree fertilising). 
   
Some calls are made to see that Michael is OK and off we go 
again, down Appin Road – what a blast to see that conga line 
snaking its way down the road and that distinctive roar of Harley 
engines of all sizes, turning head everywhere as we go.  Then 
onto the road to Mt Keira lookout.  We fall into line again after the 
“windy bits” where the little sporty and me get to know each other 
a little better.  We arrive at the Lookout and ‘wow’ we take up half 
the place and all spill out into the restaurant for drinks and some 
well earned rest (well 10 minute break anyway).  
   

Back into formation and off to Kiama – but not just down the high-
way, but down to Figtree, the highway to Oak Flats and around 
the back road to Jamberoo.  Again the great roar as we drift 
along through the back roads with some great corners and 
switchbacks along the way (waving to the Police doing breath 
testing on the other side of the road).  Thankfully through all of 
this the roar of the engines drowned out my screaming (and the 

occasional swearing) as we went a little quicker 
into corners than my usual sedate pace!!  We 
rode through Jamberoo and no one noticed my 
tears in my helmet as we passed the pub without 
stopping.  Then down more windy bits to Kiama 
(naturally accompanied by more screaming,   
hollering and swearing).  
   
We arrived in Kiama where John H comes up to 
see how the new kid is going, and naturally as 
the new kid I blubbered something about it’s ok, 
and fine, work good, need to adjust the carby by 
0.2mm blah blah and sounded like some halfwit 
who had been caught looking through the key-
hole to the girls showers at school. I was         
absolutely jumping out of my skin and my real 
burning question was – when do we get going 
again!  I didn’t have to wait long – a quick refuel 
and we were off for a nice trip back.  If you call 
screaming down the freeway passing anything 
that gets in your way, trying to hang on to the 
group and trying to put that grin away a good ride 
home well boy I had it.  We absolutely motored 
home and I had to put my mask on so that the 
bugs didn’t squash all over my teeth because I 

couldn’t stop smiling.  
   
I arrived home to an empty house (family down the local pool to 
escape the heat) and got out of my now dripping clothes.  I made 
my way to the fridge and after working out that I couldn’t fit into it, 
grabbed a drink, sat down and stared out the window with that 
smile returning to my face – what a start to my Harley career. 
Many thanks to all those involved it was a great afternoon and 
brilliantly run.  
   
Did I mention it was hot!  Boy, the heat coming 
up from the engine was nothing compared to the 
heat hitting your face, the intensity was amazing 
and the heat haze over Wollongong and Kiama 
(and beaches) was something I haven’t seen for 
a long time. 

Col, new member 
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The ‘hot’ team at Mt Keira 

Kiama lighthouse 
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 Those of you that wear full 
face helmets or have screens 
can stop reading now; you 
just need a cool pair of     
sunnies. 

For those of you like me who 
sometimes wear an open 
faced helmet in all kinds of 
weather read on. 

I enjoy the warmth of the sun 
and the wind in my face.  I 
don’t like being blinded by the 
sun and I don’t like crying all 
the way to work when I’m 
riding my Nightster.  Wind or 
sun in the eyes is a big 
damper on any ride. 

What follows are my opinions 
and experiences with a whole 
range of eyewear over the 
past ten or so years.  For 
those of you that are just 
starting, or want to know 
more about what materials 
are available, I hope this information helps. 

By far the most convenient eyewear are the humble sunnies.  
They come in a wide range of fits, tints, cool and not so cool 
brands.  Ranging in price from almost nothing to something 
quite painful, they really are limited to short trips in good 
weather. Sunglasses are great for keeping the sun out, but 
they don’t really do anything to keep out the wind that seems 
to blast in from all directions at the most inopportune times.  
There are those of us that would never be caught dead in   
anything else, but hey, I’m not that tough. 

Enter, the gasket.  There are a number of materials that are 
used as a gasket, a layer of material between the rims of the 
eyewear and your face.  The most extreme gasket of course is 
the one that you find on swimming goggles.  It’s great for 
keeping out the water, probably overkill on a Harley, though I 
can think of a couple of situations where they would have 
been great.  On a bike we don’t need to keep out water (well 
not the ‘my whole head is submerged’ kind anyway), just wind.  
However, some air needs to pass through to the ‘eye’ side of 
the eyewear, otherwise, like swimming goggles, they fog up.  
Ignore for a second that you can get anti-fog coatings etc and 
think about the airflow instead.  Airflow is good, but you don’t 
want it streaming directly into or over your eyes, otherwise you 
are no better off than you were with the sunnies.  This is 
where the different materials play a part in the gasket. 

The simplest gasket is made from a stiff but pliable plastic, 
approaching a hard rubber.  It’s very durable but being quite 
hard, it doesn’t really form a great seal on the face.  Good for 
warmer weather when the air that does get in isn’t going to 
bring tears to your eyes. 

Moving up the scale from Rubber is foam.  Foam forms a 
great seal on the face, but to let the air in, some of the foam 
gasket sunglasses are open at the outer ends of the glasses 
to let the air in.  In my experience too much air gets past, but 
they are perfect for the warm summer ride and better wind 
resistance than the rubber gasket. 

By far the best gasket material I have found so far is a feature 
on goggles that were made a long, long time ago and have 
seen a resurgence in the last few years.  Leather.  Typically 
found on goggle style eyewear, the great thing about leather is 
it’s comfortable fit to the face.  The other feature of a leather 
gasket is that there actually are no holes in the gasket to let the 
air in.  Instead, they are manufactured to have the “air holes” in 
the frame itself.  Usually somewhere close to the glass/plastic/
polycarbonate lenses.  I have a number of these leather gasket 
goggles in different styles.  They are by far, in my experience, 
the best stuff to wear.  The holes in the actual frame can be 
shaped by the manufacturer to pass the air from top to bottom 
of the inside of the lens, or even from side to side.  In fact, the 
same way that your de-mister works in a car (if you have one -  
I don’t). 

Then, at the end of all this is the style of eyewear you choose to 
use.  I have pretty much everything and switch around         
depending on the weather and the length of the ride.  I like   
goggles that strap on the outside of an open face helmet the 
most.  This is what I usually use on a daily ride to work (around 
160km round trip).  I always have a pair of clear goggles as a 
spare.  These are inside the helmet models and actually live on 
the bike.  I like options if I get caught out having to ride in the 
dark after a long day and don’t want the tinted goggles.  They, 
being inside helmet types, can also be used on a helmet with a 
visor.  See, there is a reason for every type of goggle.  Usually, 
I always carry a pair of sunnies around as well because I like to 
not get the sun in my eyes when I get off the bike. Wearing   
goggles without the bike may work for Vin Diesel in Pitch 
Black... but I just look like a tool when I 
try it. 

So there you have it, mix and match, 
and always carry a spare somewhere in 
your pack. 

 Craig Newdick     
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