We've had a lot of activity already this year."We've
just concluded our third Chapter.meeting, had two
days at the NSW State Rally, two Sunday runs - one
a ‘Surf and Turf’ down South, another to St Albans.
We've been to Canberra, we've had an Introductory
Run and now we've had our biggest ride turnout to
date, with over 80 bikes present for our. Chapter
photo shoot. And it's only March 2.

| found it inspiring to have Father Chris Riley at the
previous Chapter meeting in February. A lot of mem-
bers thought so as well, judging from the 130=who
attended:

Father Chris spoke highly of our belonging... “Ithink
the greatest human need that anyone has is a.sense
of belonging... when | look around here |- see that
you have a place where you belong. You have this
common interest, motor ‘bikes, and you develop
really strong friendships... 'so what you do for my
kids, when you go to them, you give them that sense
of belonging.”

One of the most poignant things Father spoke of is
how do troubled kids overcome ‘it'... “It's when
someone, some adult, looks into their eyes and
says.. | can see good in you... that can happenin a
five minute take... you can be that someone in-a
young person’s life... who trusts you to get on the
back of your motor bike... and that’s that incredible
connection you have with them. I believe that you

can create something special.”

“And for all that you do for Youth

Off The Streets, I'thank you.”

We ‘as a Chapter. are-determined

to participate in the broader community of Sydney Chap-
ters. So look ‘out for some combined events on our‘Ride
Calendar’rincluding, a HD Drag Racing day at Eastern
Creek. If you've got the guts, (and the bike) tune yourself
and your bike up. This is your chance to show everyone
what you really can do. Other events include an MDA day
in September and a NSW Chapter Challenge to be held in
Canberra in October. And!of course the National Rally in
December.

I'm really sad to report that Ray Blackett has had to pull out
of hisy'Big Blue Ride’ due to the injuries he sustained in
Tassie. Ray has had yet another operation and will need to
havermore. These will-take him out of the game for up to
six months. | know of few men tougher than Ray... but
even he'is human after all. It is unbelievably heartbreaking
for Ray and his sponsors, so please be supportive as he
progresses in his slow recovery.

Thank you all for the praise“and support you give the
Chapter. But still, if you see room for improvement or have
any bright-ideas on ‘how to improve the way things_are
done please speak with a committee member.

Gain skills, be safe and know you belong.

Fred - Director
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Hello folks,

Well finally all that rain seems to be over, at least for
a while, and the better riding weather is back with us.
We (or at least I) tend to take for granted the
constant months of sunshine Sydney enjoys, but it's
not the same for everyone. On page 5 you'll find a
story from one of our overseas members in London.
Originating from the Home Counties myself, | can
vouch for the fact that he is not enjoying the same
riding conditions as us most of the time!

It was a real pleasure to take part in the reccie ride
for the HOG National Rally in December. The plan
that Michael has devised is really first class and |
urge you to get the time off and come down for a
good time with the Chapter. You can read more
about this trip on the facing page.

Sometimes motorcyclists, and particularly Harley
riders, can get some bad press and make all the
wrong impressions. Recently Tass and Michael C did
a ‘show and tell’ at Tass’ daughter’s school, and this
really made a great impression not only on the kids
but on the staff as well. We just can't get enough of
the good publicity, read more on page 4.

| always enjoy putting together the New Members
section, as many have great stories they bring with
them to the Chapter. | think this issue we may have
topped the others - one of our newest members won
a Harley for free - yes zilch, nada, nothing! and made
a bit of a celebrity of herself at the same time, see
how Kate did it on page 9.

We have a couple more ride and event reports this
issue than previously, and whilst | have always tried
the avoid filling the newsletter with recounts of
activities which might be of no great interest after the
fact, these do reflect several different aspects of our
riding and HOG friendships. Hutch in particular is to
be congratulated on leading an excellent ride on
January 10, his first ride as lead, when all of the
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Hey Guys and Gals,

| have been riding most of my life, from motocross to
sports bikes. But the one constant with all of them
was my love of riding and the desire to one day own a
Harley-Davidson.

In 2007 | bought my first new Harley, an ‘07 Black
Road king Classic, and Trivett Harley-Davidson
signed me up as a Member of the Sydney HOG
Chapter.

As a member of Sydney HOG | found | had become
part of a organisation of riders who share the devotion
of riding a Harley-Davidson motorcycle wherever the
journey leads.

Since joining the club | have met a wide range of
people of all ages, backgrounds, and professions,
and had the pleasure of developing several close

other available road captains wer
on the rally reccie mentione
earlier. Well done mate!
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The NSW rally was a real success; ) E ===
I'd like to see more members out at # - H=
the next one. Although the state rally does not have the
‘clout’ of the national. It is always a good get together

and a lot of fun with HOG mates.

As Fred has mentioned, we have all been saddened to
hear that Ray’s broken leg will require more work, and
this will mean that he will not be able to start ‘The Big
Blue Ride’ around the world for charity. | know the
huge amount of work he and Barbara have put in to
organising this and I'm sure that we all wish him a
speedy recovery and hope he can at least complete
some of this dream adventure. Please note that the
ride out to the start of the BBR on March 6 has been
cancelled.

Don't forget, if you are new to the club or have lost an
issue of Harbour HOG you can download back issues
from the Sydney HOG website:

http://sydneyhog.com.au/Newsletter/

Lastly I'd like to thank Rod for volunteering (with a little
elbow bending from me) to include his superb custom
Screamin’ Eagle Dyna in this issue. Due to other
commitments (my lovely new son, and Yasmin's little
brother, James) | wasn’t able to get out to finish
photographing his bike so thanks also to Fred for
sorting that all out. My thanks must also go to the other
contributors to this issue, it's always a pleasure to
receive a message or email with another interesting
story for Harbour HOG. Your contributions maintain the
standard of our newsletter; thank you all.

Cheers,
Andy Draper
Editor

andydraper@hotmail.com 0412 684 315

friendships with people with whom 1| [
share a common bond. d

The fun and enjoyment experienced by
our Chapter members live through smiling recollections
and unending story telling.

| have ridden 76,000km on weekends and holidays
since | got the bike and | love it.

Sydney HOG is a great place to meet people, have
great rides, laugh and just have fun!!!

If you're ever at a loose end and want a ride give me a
call.

| believe we have only 1 Life - So Let’s Ride.
Bob Astill

Secretary

Sydney HOG Chapter



See you on top of the world
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MT. BULLER

group, to really enjoy the social aspects of our
annual HOG Rally trip. Mansfield Motel gives us
a great base with newly-renovated rooms, under-
cover parking, BBQ facilities and a pool. We can
head up to the rally site when we want to, and
tour around the area when we want to do our own
thing.

@ The rally itself will offer a great range of activities
such as the Show 'n’ Shine, Gymkhana, and the
Thunder Run on the Sunday morning. If you've

This year, our trip to the National HOG Rally will offer a
2-day ride down through some spectacular scenery
and roads that have just got ‘Harley-Davidson’
stamped all over them.

The Sydney Chapter 2010 HOG Rally Ride will be a 5
day/4 night affair, leaving Sydney on Thursday 9
December, and returning to Sydney on Monday 13
December. This is a bit shorter than our normal rally
ride, but with Christmas so close, time’s a bit tighter
than usual for many members. It means taking only 3
days off work in that critical pre-Christmas period.

The trip down will take in the Southern Highlands,
Canberra and Cooma, before we end our first day at
Jindabyne, where we have the Station Resort all to
ourselves for the night!

The next day, we’'ll wind through the Snowy Mountains
on our way to the Victorian Alps on secondary roads
that you've probably never been on before. You may
know Thredbo or Khancoban, but Mt Beauty, Bright,
and Whitfield offer a riding experience you’re going to
love. | know because a bunch of five Road Captains
checked out the whole route on a reconnaissance ride
to Victoria last month.

Although the Rally site is at Mt Buller, the available
accommodation would have split us across many
different places, making it really hard to stick together
as a Chapter. So what we're going to do is stay in
beautiful Mansfield, at the foot of the mountain, and get
the best of both worlds.

Our accommodation allows us to stay each night as a

been to a HOG Rally before, you’'ll have a good
idea of what's in store!

. The town of Mansfield has great little cafes in the
main street for breakfast each morning, and a
great pub with really good food — all within a short
walk from our motel. We will also hold a Chapter-
only BBQ at our motel on the Sunday night
before heading home the following morning.

Home on the Monday will be a trip straight up the freeway
back to Sydney. If enough members want to make this a
two-day trip, we'll assign a couple of Road Captains to a
longer itinerary. If this is of interest, talk to a Committee
Member.

We'll keep you posted by email with more details as they
unfold.

I hope you can join us. As always, it's going to be a great
trip!
The Plan
Thursday 9 December
Sydney/Jindabyne (496 km)
Sydney / Jamberoo / Moss Vale / Canberra / Cooma /
Jindabyne
Accommodation: Station Resort, Jindabyne
$120/room — Twin/Double

Friday 10 December - Monday 13 December

(3 nights)

Jindabyne/Mansfield (494 km)

Jindabyne / Thredbo / Kiewa Valley / Mt Beauty / Bright /
Myrtleford / Whitfield / Mansfield

Accommodation: Mansfield Motel

$125 p/nite (Minimum 3 nights) — Twin/Single

Share accommodation and camping is also available on-
site.

For more details contact Michael Chesworth:
cheslmic@police.nsw.gov.au







